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Imam, and became the recognized spiritual
head of Islam. He laid the foundation of the
modern military power of Turkey. In addi-
tion he was a munificent patron of letters.

Selim II. (?i524-74), grandson of the
above, ascended the throne in 1566. In his
reign occurred the great defeat of the Turkish
fleet by Don Juan of Austria off Lepanto in
Greece (Oct. 7, 1571), and the first collision
between the Turks and the Russians at As-
trakhan.

Selim III. (1761-1808), on his accession
(1789), was favorable to reforms in the ad-
ministration of the empire. The war with
Austria and Russia had gone very disastrous-
ly for the Turks; but by the Treaty of Jassy
(1792), the Dniester was made the frontier
line, and Belgrade was restored to Turkey.

Selinus, ancient Greek city on s.w. coast
of Sicily, was founded about 628 B.C. by colon-
ists from Hyblaean Megara. It soon became
very prosperous, but about 500 B.C. fell into
dependence on Carthage. On the site are the
ruins of eight ancient temples. One of them
dates from before 600 B.C.; its metopes (in
the museum at Palermo) are the most an-
cient Greek sculptures known except the lions
at Mycenae.

Seljuks, the name of several Turkish
dynasties of common origin, whose rule
extended over a large part of Asia in the
eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries.
Toghrul Beg, the first of the Seljuk rulers,
was the grandson of Seljuk, a chief of the
Ghuzz confederacy of Turkish tribes who had
settled on the Syr Daria in Transoxiana, and
had become converts to Islam. With his kins-
man, Chakir Beg and Ibrahim Niyal, he sev-
erely crippled the empire of Ghazni; then
turning westward conquered all Persia; and
setting up his capital at Merv, was acknowl-
edged chief of the family. His nephew, Alp
Arslan, continued the conquests of his uncle,
wrested Syria and Palestine from the Fati-
mide calif of Egypt, and in 1071 captured the
Byzantine emperor Romanus Diogenes, He
was followed on. the throne by his son Malik
Shah (1072-92), who established independent
sovereignties in Asia Minor and Syria, and
whose reign was distinguished for the en-
lightened rule of his grand vizier, Nizam ul-
Mulk, founder of a university at Bagdad and
collaborator with Omar Khayyam in the re-
vision of the astronomical tables.

After the death of Malik Shah the exten-

* sive empire began to break up into smaller

kingdoms. The dynasty in Asia Minor reached

the acme of its power under Kaikavus (1211-

34), who ruled over nearly the whole of Asia
Minor and extensive territories in Mesopo-
tamia and northern Persia. From about 1243
the real sovereign power of that part of Asia
was in the hands of the Mongol chiefs, Hulagu
and his successors, until the rise of the Otto-
man princes. And out of the Ottoman sup-
remacy grew the empire of Turkey.
Selkirk, Alexander (1676-1721), English
mariner, was born in Largo, Fifeshire. He
joined Dampicr's privateering expedition in
1703; but when his vessel touched at Juan
Fernandez, off the w. coast of South America,
he asked, in consequence of a quarrel with his
captain, to be put ashore (1704). In 1709
Dampier touched at the island, and Selkirk
was taken off. It was from the record of his
experiences that Defoe probably wrote Rob-
inson Crusoe.
Selkirk, Thomas Douglas, Fifth Earl of
(1771-1820), British colonizer. In 1803 he
established a successful settlement in Prince
Edward's Island. In iSn he obtained from
the Hudson's Bay Company a grant of 116,-
ooo sq. m. in the Red River Valley and
founded the Red River Settlement, in the
present province of Manitoba.
Selkirk Mountains, a range of moun-
tains in the southeastern part of British Co-
lumbia, Canada, w. of the Rocky Mountains
and almost parallel to them, being separated
by the northwesterly flowing portion of the
Columbia River, and bounded on the w. by
the same river in its southward course. The
entire range covers an area of about 16,000
sq. m., and is thoroughly alpine in character,
with great snow fields and glaciers. The high-
est peak is Mount Sir Donald (10,645 ft.).
The Canadian Pacific Railway crosses the
range, at an altitude of 4,300 ft., by Roger's
Pass.
Selkirkshire, a southeastern county of
Scotland, bounded on the n. by Midlothian.
It is essentially a pastoral county, consisting
of great rounded hills. St. Mary's Loch is the
finest sheet of water within its borders. Sheep
farming is an important industry. Area, 267
sq. m.; p. 22,608*
Sella, Quintmo (1827-84), Italian states-
man. As minister of finance (1862, 1864, and
1869) he was successful in placing Italian
finance on a sound footing. He was also a dis-
tinguished mineralogist.
Sellers, Coleman (1827-1907), American
engineer, was born in < Philadelphia. He be-
came superintendent of the Globe Rolling
Mills at Cincinnati, and subsequently chief
engineer and partner in the machine tool